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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-5, 7,12,15 - 23 and 25 are pending. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 6, 14 - 1 5 and 24 in the previous Office 
Action (mailed 20 September 2006) is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to "http://www.techfest.com/networking/wan/x25plp.htm" titled "X.25 Packet 
Layer Protocol (PLP) Overview" (hereinafter PLP). Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 12, 15 - 18and 22 - 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 15 recites the limitation "an external interface bus" in lines 6 - 7 of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It is not clear 
if the limitation is referring to the "external interface bus" recited in the preamble of the 
claim or a new "external interface bus." 

The Examiner has interpreted the limitation to refer to the "external interface bus" 
recited in the preamble. 
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5. Claim 22 recites the limitation "the controller means" in line 2 of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

The Examiner has Interpreted the limitation to refer to "the controller" recited in 
claim 19. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1 - 5, 7. 12, 19 - 22, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by US Patent No. 5,594,721 (hereinafter Pan) and "X.25 Packet Layer 
Protocol (PLP) Overview" (hereinafter PLP) (PLP is used as extrinsic evidence to 
support a position of inherency). 

As per claim 1, Pan teaches a system having a processor (Pan; Figure 1 Item 18; 
Item 1 8 is the same as Figure 2 Item 62 which is described as a TouchTone™ phone 
(Pan; Col 4 Lines 45 - 47); TouchTone™ phones include a processor that makes the 
correct tone needed to complete the call) coupled to a system bus (Pan; Figure 1 Items 
17. 22, 28, 30, and 32), a method of operating a device (Pan; Figure 1 Item 10), 
comprising Instructing the processor to operate with the device (Pan; Col 4 Lines 25 - 
28); putting information on the system bus (Pan; Col 4 Lines 25 - 28); retrieving the 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,561 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2181 

information with a controller (Pan; Figure 1 Item 12); accessing a template of the device 
(Pan; Figure 1 Item 15, "CTP") with the controller responsive to the information (Pan; 
Col 3 Line 19 - 24, Col 4 Line 28 - 30); putting device information onto an external 
interface bus (Pan; Figure 1 Items 24 and 26) according to the information and the 
template (Pan; Col 4 Lines 30 - 33); and operating the device according to the device 
information (Pan; Col 6 Lines 53 - 55). Pan also teaches that the information includes 
an X.25 header (Pan; Figure 2 Items 68 and 78). X.25 headers inherently include a 
mode of operation (PLP; Section X.25 Packet Header Format "GENERAL FORMAT 
IDENTIFIER"), chip select (PLP; Section X.25 Packet Header Format "CHANNEL 
GROUP NUMBER"), access type (PLP; Section X.25 Packet Header Format "PACKET 
TYPE IDENTIFIER"), and an address (PLP; Section X.25 Packet Header Format 
"LOGICAL CHANNEL NUMBER"). Therefore, Pan inherently teaches that the 
information includes a mode of operation, chip select, access type, and an address. 

As per claim 2, Pan also inherently teaches wherein the device is a peripheral 
with addressable registers or memory. The "subscriber" of Pan is described as a bank 
computer (Pan; Figure 2 Item 40). Addressat)le registers and memory are inherently 
included in a computer because they are fundamental to the operation of computers. 

As per claim 3, Pan also inherently teaches wherein the system bus contains an 
address bus. Computer systems inherently include address busses in their system 
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busses. Address busses are used in combination with data busses to determine where 
to write data on the data busses. 

As per claims 4 and 22, Pan also teaches wherein the information comprises a 
method of operation of the device. Pan teaches determining whether the information is 
an input message or an output message (Pan; Col 7 Lines 33 - 38). 

As per claim 5, Pan also teaches wherein the method of operation is a read (Pan; 
Col 7 Lines 33 - 38, Col 7 Lines 50 - 67 "output message") or a write (Pan; Col 7 Lines 
33 - 49 "input message"). 

As per claim 7, Pan also teaches wherein the template is selected from a plurality 
of templates (Pan; Col 3 Lines 15- 24) stored in a memory (Pan; Figure 1 Item 14) 
coupled to the system bus (Pan; Figure 1 Items 17, 22, 28, 30, and 32), and wherein at 
least one template is optional on a per device type basis (Pan; Col 3 Lines 15 - 24). 
Before the system selects a specific template, all templates in the template database 
are options. A template is then selected based on the type of device (Pan; Col 3 Lines 
15-24). 

As per claim 19, Pan teaches a system comprising a processor (Pan; Figure 1 
Item 18; Item 18 is the same as Figure 2 Item 62 which is described as a TouchTone™ 
phone (Pan; Col 4 Lines 45 - 47); TouchTone^'*'' phones include a processor that makes 
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the correct tone needed to complete the call) coupled to a system bus (Pan; Figure 1 
Items 17, 22, 28, 30, and 32); a memory coupled to the system bus (Pan; Figure 1 Item 
14) for storing a plurality of templates (Pan; Figure 1 Item 15, "CTP"); and a controller 
(Pan; Figure 1 Item 12), coupled to the system bus and to an external interface bus 
(Pan; Figure 1 Items 24 and 26), wherein the controller is configured to retrieve a 
template of the plurality of templates in response to information received from the 
processor via the system bus (Pan; Col 4 Lines 25 - 33) and further configured to 
provide the information, in a manner consistent with the retrieved template, on the 
external interface bus (Pan; Col 4 Lines 25 - 33). Pan also teaches that the information 
includes an X.25 header (Pan; Figure 2 Items 68 and 78). X.25 headers inherently 
include a mode of operation (PLP; Section X.25 Packet Header Format "GENERAL 
FORMAT IDENTIFIER"), chip select (PLP; Section X.25 Packet Header Format 
"CHANNEL GROUP NUMBER"), access type (PLP; Section X.25 Packet Header 
Format "PACKET TYPE IDENTIFIER"), and an address (PLP; Section X.25 Packet 
Header Format "LOGICAL CHANNEL NUMBER")! Therefore, Pan inherently teaches 
that the information includes a mode of operation, chip select, access type,'^ and an 
address. 

As per claim 20, Pan also teaches wherein the template corresponds to the 
devices ID number (Pan; Col 3 Lines 56 - 60). 
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As per claim 21 , Pan also teaches wherein the memory stores an operating 
system that identifies devices to be accessed (Pan; Col 3 Lines 1 1 - 1 5, Col 3 Line 65 - 
Col 4 Line 1 , "advanced intelligent software package"). 

As per claim 23, Pan also inherently teaches wherein at least one of the 
templates is for a display controller because the device of Pan is a computer. It is well 
known in the art to have displays attached to computers in order to convey data or 
information to a user. 

As per claim 25, Pan also teaches wherein the templates comprise access 
protocols of the devices (Pan; Col 2 Lines 21 - 24). 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 12 and 15 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 5,594,721 (hereinafter Pan) and "X.25 Packet Layer 
Protocol (PLP) Overview" (hereinafter PLP) (PLP is used as extrinsic evidence to 
support a position of inherency) in view of the Examiner's taking of Official Notice. 

As per claim 12, Pan teaches a system for controlling a device (Pan; Figure 1 
Item 10) via an external interface bus (Pan; Figure 1 Items 24 and 26) comprising a 
processor (Pan; Figure 1 Item 18; Item 18 is the same as Figure 2 Item 62 which is 
described as a TouchTone™ phone (Pan; Col 4 Lines 45 - 47); TouchTone™ phones 
include a processor that makes the correct tone needed to complete the call) coupled to 
a system bus (Pan; Figure 1 Items 17, 22, 28, 30, and 32); a memory (Pan; Figure 1 
Item 14) coupled to the system bus for storing templates (Pan; Figure 1 Item 15, "CTP") 
for describing operating characteristics of the devices (Pan; Col 3 Lines 15 - 24); and a 
controller (Pan; Figure 1 Item 12) coupled to the system bus and to an external interface 
bus. Pan also teaches that the information includes an X.25 header (Pan; Figure 2 
Items 68 and 78). X.25 headers inherently include a mode of operation (PLP; Section 
X.25 Packet Header Format "GENERAL FORMAT IDENTIFIER"), chip select (PLP; 
Section X.25 Packet Header Format "CHANNEL GROUP NUMBER"), access type 
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(PLP; Section X,25 Packet Header Format "PACKET TYPE IDENTIFIER"), and an 
address (PLP; Section X.25 Packet Header Format "LOGICAL CHANNEL NUMBER"). 
Therefore, Pan inherently teaches that the information includes a mode of operation, 
chip select, access type, and an address. Pan also teaches wherein the controller 
receives information from the processor via the system bus (Pan; Col 4 Lines 25 - 27) 
and that the templates are stored on a disk memory (Pan; Figure 1 Item 14). 

Pan does not teach receiving templates from the memory via the system bus. 

However, the Examiner has taken Official Notice that it would have been obvious 
to have moved the memory to the system bus. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the teachings of Pan to include moving 
the memory of Pan to the system bus because doing so would allow for other devices 
connected to the system bus to use and modify the contents of the memory. 

As per claim 15, Pan also teaches wherein the templates comprise data about 
the operating characteristics of the devices (Col 3 Lines 24 - 27). 

As per claim 16, Pan also teaches wherein the templates comprise access 
protocols of the devices (Col 2 Lines 21 - 24). 

As per claim 17, Pan obviously teaches wherein at least one of the templates is 
for a display controller because the device of Pan is a computer. It is well known in the 
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art to have displays attaclied to computers in order to convey data or information to a 
user. 

As per claim 18, Pan also obviously teaches wherein the system bus contains an 
address bus. Computer systems inherently include address busses in their system 
busses. Address busses are used in combination with data busses to determine where 
to write data on the data busses. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Franklin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0669. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald Sparks can be reached on (571) 272-4201. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status inforrhation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 



Richard Franklin 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2181 
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